THE SECOND  FIVE-YEAR PLAN
of the means of production constituted 42-9 per cent of the total
industrial output of Russia, in 1936 it constituted no less than
60*8 per cent of the total industrial output in the U.S.S.R. It is
further important to note that more than three-quarters of the
industrial output in the U.S.S.R. is now produced in enterprises
constructed or completely reconstructed since the establishment
of the Soviet Government. Of the total output of the means of
production 87-4 per cent is being produced in such enterprises,
whilst the proportion of consumers* goods so produced is 55*2
per cent. In the chemical industry the corresponding proportion
is 95-2 per cent, in the ferrous metals 96-6 per cent, in the non-
ferrous metals 76-6 per cent, in machine construction 88-3 per
cent, etc. Nearly 91 per cent of the electrical stations are new.
Of course, most of the other old enterprises have also been
greatly improved and re-equipped. The result of all this was that
by the end of 1936 the U.S.S.R. had become first in Europe and
second in the world in regard to gross industrial output. She stands
first in Europe in regard to the output of general and agricultural
machinery, motor lorries, iron ore, copper, gold, superphosphates,
and sugar-beet. In the latter and in the output of combines she
now takes first place in the world, and in all the rest of the above
industries, except copper (in which she takes sixth place), she is
second in the world.
In the output of electricity, steel, and aluminium the U.S.S.R.
takes second place in Europe and third in the world; and she takes
third place in Europe and fourth in the world in coal production,
and fourth pkce in Europe and sixth place in the world in the
construction of motor cars.
The productivity of labour has increased steadily, particularly
during the Second Five-Year Plan. In pre-war Russia the pro-
ductivity of labour was proverbially low, so much so that there
had grown up a tradition about the laziness and shiftlessness of
the Russian worker. Many would-be profound thinkers dis-
coursed at length on the easy-going character of the Russian, his
engaging but happy-go-lucky nichevo (no matter) if anything
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